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SUMMARY

OF

Minutes of the TWENTY- SEVENTH meeting of

the MRC council
(Session 1)
Mekong River Commission

26 November 2020 in Paksong, Lao PDR
____________________

General

1. The MRC Council held its Twenty-Seventh Meeting (hereinafter referred to as “The Meeting”) on 26 November 2020 in Paksong, Lao PDR. The proposed Programme and Agendas covered the following items:
· Approval of the Strategy for Basin-wide Environmental Management for Prioritised Environmental Assets (SBEM)
· Approval of Revised TOR and Roadmap for the Recruitment of the Third Riparian CEO for the MRCS

· Approval of the MRC’s Navigation Master Plan
· Progress on the Updated Sustainable Hydropower Development Strategy (SHDS) 2020 for the Lower Mekong Basin
OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE MRC COUNCIL FOR 2019
2. To start with, the Chairperson welcome all the participants to the Meeting with pleasure and recalled the achievements made under the Chairmanship of the previous Chairperson of the MRC Council for 2019. The Chairperson also briefed the Meeting on crucial accomplishments that reflect the MRC’s efforts and works on developing various strategies to meet the development needs and aspiration of the Member Countries and yet still keep the ecological balance of the Mekong. The Chairperson articulated the momentum all the Council Members have maintained, which has addressed the strategic priorities set out in the Siem Reap Declaration of the 3rd MRC Summit. The Chairperson thanked for the hard work of the Secretariat and Lao National Mekong Committee in their smooth coordination to make this Meeting possible and wished the Meeting success.
A. MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION
A.2
Approval of the Strategy for Basin-wide Environmental Management for Prioritised Environmental Assets (SBEM)
3. The Secretariat presented briefly the background of the Strategy, Development Process of the SBEM, A Snapshot on SBEM 2021-2025, Endorsement of the SBEM provided by the JC Members at the 50th JC Meeting, and its planned next steps and sought approval on the Strategy by the Council. Detailed information was provided in the BN shared with the MCs prior to the Meeting.
4. The Meeting approved the SBEM and suggested that the MCs and MRCS expedite the preparation and finalization of the Project Based Action Plan (PBAP) for the endorsement of the JC members to support its implementation in a timely manner.  

A.3
Approval of Revised TOR and Roadmap for the Recruitment of the Third Riparian CEO for the MRCS

5. Reporting briefly on the revision process of CEO TOR, the final draft TOR, and the recruitment roadmap for the third riparian CEO, the Secretariat sought approval of the Council on the revised CEO TOR and the Recruitment Roadmap, so that the MRCS can proceed further to support the recruitment processes of the 3rd Subsequent Riparian CEO from January 2021. Further details were presented in the BN shared with the MCs prior to the Meeting.
6. The Meeting approved the revised CEO TOR and recruitment Roadmap in principle and suggested the MRCS work closely with the Joint Committee to proceed further to the implementation in a timely manner. The Meeting requested the MRCS to work closely with Lao PDR who recommended that the shortlisted candidates should be submitted in either late June or early July 2020. 
A.4
Approval of the MRC’s Navigation Master Plan 
7. With the endorsement by the Joint committee provided at its Preparatory Meeting held on 25 November 2020, the Secretariat reported briefly on the status of the Master Plan for Regional Waterborne Transport in the Mekong River Basin and sought approval by the Council, so that the Master Plan could be further implemented. Detailed information was provided in the BN shared with the MCs prior to the Meeting.
8. The Meeting approved the MRC’s Navigation Master Plan for Water Borne Transport and requested the MRCS to proceed to its implementation to bring about improvement in the regional transportation, thus social and economic development and prosperity in the region.
B. MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
B.1
Progress on the updated Sustainable Hydropower Development Strategy (SHDS) 2020 for the Lower Mekong Basin
9. Apart from the consultation process and updating status of the SHDS, the Secretariat reported briefly on its status resulting from the discussion at the Joint Committee Preparatory Meeting on 25 November 2020 for the Council’s information and possible guidance for the Secretariat.
10. The Meeting took note with appreciation of the progress on the SHDS reported by the Secretariat.
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